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Alt magazine unveiled after a year in the making

Brewing memories at 515 

“People are going to like the ver-
satility and the type of content we 
have...”
         -Kassie Brown, content editor 
and public relations director

Sixty Grand View alum-
ni signed up to get togeth-
er from 6:30 p.m. – 9 p.m. 
March 25 at 515 Brewing in 
Clive as part of an alumni 
event hosted by the univer-
sity. The event was held to 
allow alumni to catch up 
with friends, learn about the 
advances around campus, 
drink, eat and have a good 
time. 

Throughout the year, 
Grand View plans approxi-
mately nine different alumni 
events, catering toward a 
wide variety of audiences – 
from the younger and older 
generations to families and 

events catered toward specific 
groups such as sports, educa-
tion and art. 

People trickled in and out 
throughout the night, mingling 
and talking. In attendance was 
Robert Kujac, a 1972 non-
traditional business gradu-
ate of Grand View College, 
who said he remembered he 
chose Grand View because it 
was cheap, close to home and 
offered everything he needed 
for pre-requisites before trans-
ferring to ISU. 

“I went four years and 
books, tuition and everything 
was $5,000,” Kujac said.

Kujac paid his way 
through school while hauling 
gasoline for work. He said he 
actually saved money while 

in school here rather than 
at Drake, which was much 
more expensive. 

Kujac said while 
attending school he met 
three other guys and all 
are still close friends today. 
He also mentioned that he 
originally had no specific 
loyalties to any school he 
attended, but since Grand 
View started hosting alum-
ni events, he has felt more 
attached than ever before.

“Iowa State, being as 
big as it is, they don’t offer 
anything like this. I’m 67 
years old, and when they 
can have something that all 
ages can go to, I think it’s 
nice,” Kujac said.

A more recent gradu-

ate, Don Rasko, class of 
2007, said he came to the 
event because he was famil-
iar with 515 Brewing and is 
friends with Brian Patterson, 
associate vice president for 
advancement and alumni 
relations. 

Rasko majored in sec-
ondary education with a 
concentration in mathemat-
ics and is now teaching at 
Indian Hills Junior High 
School in Clive. 

Rasko said he enjoyed 
being at Grand View because 
of the small class size and 
it was close to home. He 
said one teacher specifically 
worked with him directly to 
help guide his career path.

“I worked a lot with 

Dr. Sergio Loch,” Rasko said. 
“He was really instrumental 
in helping me climb my way 
up the mathematics program, 
and he guided me in a couple 
directions I didn’t anticipate.”

Alumni who attended 
were treated to one free drink 
and food catered by Hy-Vee as 
well as an opportunity to win 
prizes throughout the night.

Although there was a 
small fee for attending, Katie 
Ostrem, director of alumni 
relations, said Grand View 
tries to make it as affordable 
as possible.

Ostrem said, “We try to 
make it something that’s spe-
cial for the alumni that they 
couldn’t go and do on their 
own.”  

Far right: Robert Kujac, class of 1972, sitting with two of his friends at the alumni 
event on March 25 at 515 Brewing Co. Photo by Amanda Willmert/the grand views 

Emily Cashman, nursing senior, and Emir Malovic, biolo-
gy senior, greet alumni as they come in the door to 515 
Brewing Co. Photo by Amanda Willmert/the grand views 
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Senior honor students are 
preparing to showcase one of 
their biggest achievements of 
their college academic expe-
rience as they unveil vol-
ume 8 of Alt magazine from 
6-8 p.m. April 4 at Rollins 
Mansion. At the event, the 
editors will unveil the cover 
design, pass out the maga-
zines to those in attendance, 
and give away door prizes to 
guests.

Alt magazine is the two-
semester culmination of hard 
work and diligence students 
who have invested in their 
education. Students in the 
course are selected by com-
munication and graphic 

design faculty. 
Mary Jones, academic 

advisor for Alt, said, “Like 
The Grand Views, Alt is a 
student publication.  Students 
do everything. It’s a print 
publication, it’s also a web-
site, and this year, something 
new is it’s an app as well.”

The honors course cov-
ers two semesters.  The eight 
students in this year’s pro-
gram filled every major posi-
tion in designing a magazine.  

Amanda Willmert, pro-
duction manager for the mag-
azine, said, “We put together 
a full 60-page magazine. We 
decide on the stories we want 
to put in there, we decide on 
the mission statement, we 
write the stories ourselves, 
and if we don’t have enough 
time, we can get some 

freelancers. In the spring 
semester, we start design-
ing all the pages.”

Kassie Brown, content 
editor and public relations 
director, said, “People are 
going to like the versatility 
and the type of content we 
have, such as stories about 
people in the community 
who have overcome odds to 
do great things.”

Willmert said, “We’re 
doing a few things differ-
ently, like changing the size 
of it.  It’s kind of a different 
tone to it.”

“We’re doing more per-
sonal stuff, what college 
students 20-40 can under-
stand themselves or they’ve 
been through that. We 
wanted to be very personal 
and we want them to really 

connect with the magazine,” 
Willmert said.

The intention of Alt 
magazine is to give the stu-
dents real world experience, 
which will speak for itself 
when the new issue unveils 
next Friday.

Jones said, “This is the 
eighth year. It [Alt] has done 
exactly what we hoped it 
would do.  Alt staffers get 
jobs.”  

The unveiling ceremony 

is open to all those who wish 
to attend and see, firsthand, 
the product of the hard work 
and creativity these seniors 
have put into the publication. 

 Brown said, “Alt’s mis-
sion is to inspire emotion, 
inspire action, and inspire 
change in people. Our goal 
ultimately is to give people 
the opportunity to go out of 
their comfort zone and try 
new things.”


